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As cute and cozy as artist/illustrator Nicky 
Ovitt’s Petaluma, CA, home is today, it 
was years of blood, sweat, and tears in the 
making. Nicky says she cried when her and 
her husband, Roland, first bought the house 
in 2000, such was the state of its disrepair. 
Luckily, Roland wasn’t so discouraged. As 
a contractor, he knew what was required 
to make the house habitable and he was 
prepared to do the work. 

And work they did. “We closed sometime 
in June, got married in early July, and 
worked every weekend and evening after 
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Auction finds and family 
heirlooms come together in 

this Petaluma Victorian

This page: Joy has placed a 
console table behind her sofa, 
which is handy for ornaments – it 
almost serves the same purpose 
as a mantelpiece. Artworks have 
been carefully arranged above 
in a symmetrical formation 
that avoids looking too formal. A 
strong navy and gold theme runs 
throughout.

Left: An antique Morris chair 
in the living room was a gift to 
Nicky from her husband, Roland. 
Right: A boar’s head hanging in 
the dining room was a wedding 
gift from a friend whose brother 
is a taxidermist.
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This page: Once a “Granny 
shack,” the small but light-filled 
studio out back now serves as 
Nicky’s workspace. 

work to make it livable by late August,” says 
Nicky. Fortunately, they also had some help. 
“We had such generous friends take pity on 
us. They would come help on the weekends 
and donated their time and talents to help us 
get in by our deadline.” 

When it was built in 1898, the one-story 
Victorian was one of many small homes 
that made up a working-class neighborhood 
surrounding several nearby factories, 
including a large silk mill. For nearly all of 
its life prior to 2000, the house was a rental, 
and a poorly maintained one at that. As Nicky 
puts it, “The house needed everything. We had 
only $10,000 of extra bank loan and wedding 
money. We had to lift the foundation as much 
as eight inches in one place and all around the 

perimeter, paint the interior, add a side fence 
and gate, clear the overgrown yard, remove 
the derelict garage, repair the porch so we 
didn’t fall through, refinish the floors, take out 
the old kitchen, you get the idea.”

Since then, they have also made a couple 
significant additions to the house. One, an 
8x14-foot guest house of sorts, where Nicky’s 
mother would stay for extended periods after 
Nicky’s daughter, Ramona, was born, but 
which these days serves as Nicky’s studio. The 
other addition, a master bedroom, gave the 
family a little more room to stretch out and, 
to Nicky, represents a turning point at which 
she began to feel truly satisfied with the fruits 
of all their labor. 

When asked which features of the house she 

01  A lover of garage 

sales and auctions, 

Nicky displays some 

of her smaller finds on 

shelves in her studio.
02  Nicky works mostly 

in pen-and-ink, in 

a style that’s been 

described as

“charmingly honest.” 
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This page: Pillows made with 
fabric from Nicky’s Homestead 
line for Clothworks complement 
a denim quilt made by Nicky’s 
mother.

01 02

loves most, Nicky says, “I love that so many 
people say it’s ‘comfortable.’ Whatever that 
means to them, it makes me feel good. I love 
our large kitchen that overlooks the backyard, 
and that we get the evening sunset through 
those back windows. We used to spend a lot 
of time on the front porch and that’s a also a 
great feature – we met a lot of neighbors that 
way and it really speaks to the friendly vibe of 
this town. Of course, I also love my studio but 
feel a bit guilty for taking it from my mom.”

Nicky also has a lot of personal attachment 
to the home’s furnishings, a potpourri of 
pieces passed down from both her and 
Roland’s families, as well as some beloved 
secondhand finds and artwork created by both 
of Nicky’s parents. As Nicky puts it, her style 

is “homey, bright, country comfort accented 
by sentimental hand-me-down heirlooms.”

In the front room, a mosaic side table 
that Nicky’s father made from shards of 
southwestern pottery sits next to an antique 
Morris chair. “Roland bought [the chair] 
for me when we were dating,” Nicky says. 
“I had a very bad antique habit and fell in 
love with the orange frieze upholstery. It was 
one of his first grand romantic gestures.” A 
green velvet easy chair that once belonged to 
Nicky’s grandmother takes up residence in the 
master bedroom. A one-of-a-kind cabinet full 
of interesting drawers and cubby holes that 
Roland’s father and grandfather built occupies 
a wall in the dining room. Other pet pieces 
include things Nicky found at auction (one 

01  The spacious 

kitchen features bright 

orange and yellow ac-

cents and a chalkboard 

Nicky outlined with 

wooden baby blocks.
02  Nicky found the vin-

tage stove on Craigslist. 

The coffee pot lamp 

base came from a thrift 

store and her grandma’s 

collander serves as a 

shade.



of her favorite pastimes), such as the mid-
century dining set with thrush seating that she 
scored for $150, and a leather butterfly chair 
in the family room.

Still, the place where Nicky feels most 
relaxed is in her backyard studio. “This  
15-step walk to work is about as good as I 
can imagine. I’m interrupted quite a bit, but I 
also like having my husband and daughter be 
able to come in when they get home – excited 
to connect. When the weather is mild, I love 
that I can leave the door open to the yard and 
the dog and cat will take turns lying in the 
doorway,” she says.

It’s an arrangement that Nicky aspired 
to since art school, so to have that dream 
realized is special indeed. 

Nicky says there is still more to be done 

on the house – and isn’t that always the 
case with an old structure? But anything 
else is just gravy with this adorable home 
full of cherished belongings that provides a 
comfortable living space for Nicky’s family, a 
welcoming retreat for friends, and a place that 
nurtures Nicky’s art work and career. 
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01  A trio of vintage 

dolls hangs out on a 

shelf in the studio. 02  

Nicky’s sketches, as well 

as patterns and pictures 

she finds inspiring, are 

tacked to the studio’s 

walls. 

NICKY OVITT
Nicky Ovitt creates illustrations for licensing and 
private labels. Working primarily in pen-and-
ink, her work has been featured on design blogs 
and adorns self-made wares available at local 
boutiques and her Etsy shop. Her first fabric 
collection, Homestead, is now available from 
Clothworks Fabrics. www.nickyovitt.com


